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One often reads and listens with profound amazement 
to the assertion that we are not informed on conditions in 
Russia, and that the news from that country is contradic- 
tory, so that, according to some of this news, Russia is a 
veritable inferno while according to others, again, it is said 
to be a paradise in the making. It is inconceivable to me 
how such an impression could ever prevail among people 
who really follow the trend of events in Russia closely, 
and who do not confine themselves merely to a sporadic 
reading of isolated, sensational articles of an obviously 
propagandist nature. Even if I had not been a Russian 
who had lived almost a whole year under Bolshevist 
rule in Russia, but simply a historian, accustomed 
to handling historical material, sifting the rehable and 
important from the great mass of the unreliable and unim- 
portant, I should not have the slightest doubt as to what is 
actually transpiring at the present moment in Russia. 
The facts that are being communicated to us, and the 
authenticity of which admits of no doubt, coincide almost 
literally in both pro- and anti-Bolshevist sources of infor- 
mation. The only discrepancy is found to exist in the 
elucidation and comment on these facts. 

' This article was written January 15, 1921. 
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518 M. I. EOSTOVTZEFF 

The Bolsheviki as well as their opponents agree in point- 
ing out three unquestionable features of Bolshevism which 
have assumed in Russia the character of a chronic ill. 
These are: 

1. The total disruption of economic hfe, as evidenced by 
the disproportion between production and consumption, 
and the paralysis of transportation facihties, resulting in 
almost complete lack of provisions for the needs of the 
population; assuming in the cities and some rural sections 
of Russia proportions of chronic starvation; causing a total 
depreciation of money, and leading to a state of affairs 
where the population is left without clothing and footwear, 
Uving in unheated dwellings and relapsing into primitive 
forms of existence. 

2. The hypertrophy of the machinery of state, the bureau- 
cratic and militaristic nature of the existing regime, and an 
incredible, unprecedented arbitrariness in all phases of life 
in Bolshevist Russia. Only two classes of people exist at 
present in Russia: on the one hand we see the army, police 
and an immense network of bureaucratic institutions, while 
on the other hand there stands the great mass of the popu- 
lation, denied any share whatsoever in the government, 
deprived of all pohtical and human rights, and lacking even 
the opportunity for any information concerning the actual 
state of affairs by means of an independent press. 

3. The enslavement of the whole population, the forcible 
attachment of the people (as was the case during the period 
of the eastern monarchies, of the later Roman Empire and 
the Middle Ages,) to their work and their profession, under 
the surveillance of an army of officials, a large force of 
open and secret police, and a system of terror maintained 
through an organization of espionage the like of which the 
world had never seen before. Particular importance must 
be attached to the latter evil, which has been fully exposed 
in the press, because it leads to a far-reaching demoraliza- 
tion of the population and to a total decUne, not only of 
the physical, but also, in particular, of the moral produc- 
tive capacity. As an illustration of this state of mind 
among' all classes of society, I shall quote a few excerpts 
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from an article of a prominent Russian writer who has just 
escaped from Russia (it is now impossible to leave Russia; 
people can only escape):^ 

Among the boundless calamities and privations of our country, 
the horror of the new system of slavery imposed by the satraps 
of Moscow stands out in particularly bold relief. In his own 
time one of the precursors of Bolshevism, Lassalle, said: "The 
collective mass always reasons correctly, the individual person — 
never." Having accepted this thesis as an axiom, the Bolsheviki 
are combating all manifestations of any individuality, and are 
devoting their best efforts to the suppression of all personaUty. 
Lenine goes still further in this direction than his predecessor, 
declaring that the dictatorship of the proletariat admits of no 
liberty whatsoever; liberty, says he, is only a bourgeois prejudice, 

and must therefore be completely eradicated At the 

present time Lenine has at last succeeded in converting the entire 
numerous population of the country into absolute slaves, in the 
literal sense of this gruesome term. It should be pointed out that 
this enslavement of the nation came about gradually. It went 
hand in hand with the inauguration of the fundamental thesis of 
the Soviet power — the abolition of private property. 

Decrees, pouring forth as if from a horn of plenty, followed 
one another in great variety. From day to day the sphere of 
life grew smaller. Approximately a year ago a decree was pro- 
mulgated, prohibiting the people to dispose of their household 
utensils and linen. At about the same time Trotzky issued an 
order to militarize labor and attach all workers and employees to 
the places of their steady employment, without the right of chang- 
ing or leaving their employment or work. According to laws 
passed somewhat earher, the whole population above the age of 
seventeen was obhged to serve or do some work. Last Summer 
all passports were taken away from the population and exchanged 
for labor booklets, and their owners were registered in numerical 
order. In the Fall constant raids were organized against per- 
sons lacking such booklets, all over the city, both day and night. 
Such persons were arrested and sent to the concentration camps 
as obstructionists (saboteurs) of the Soviet government. Innu- 
merable Soviets are engaged in the registration and distribution of 
these "white" slaves, one half of whom are intended to serve for 
the realization of Trotzky's military plans, while the other half 
is to be an object for the monstrous social experiments of Lenine. 

This slavery of the population is constantly growing worse. 
So, for instance, a time-checking apparatus has been installed in 
all institutions, registering employees late in coming to work. For 
being ten minutes late they are punished with a week of compul- 
sory labor; for twenty minutes they are sentenced to three weeks, 

2 See article by Sirius, "The Kingdom of the Beast," in Novaia Russkaia 
ZUzn, December 12, 1920. 
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and so forth. Those who are guilty of such offenses are sent to 
the wood-pile or to work at demolishing old barges. 

I have quite often seen scientists and doctors engaged in clean- 
ing out latrines, and intelligent women who had to scrub floors in 

slimy, filthy barracks Thrown into these hard labor 

prisons (i.e., concentration camps), these hapless peons are all 
the time exposed to brutal outrages at the hands of their Com- 
munistic task-masters, and are suffering terribly from hunger, 
receiving only one half of a pound of stale bread and a plateful 
of herring-water (supposed to be soup) a day. Any citizen, even 
the most loyal one, who has failed to please some Bolshevik in 
one way or another stands in danger of finding himself thrown 
into this Soviet purgatory. 

In Soviet Russia, where arbitrariness, hatred, chaos, oppres- 
sion and destruction have reached staggering dimensions, the 
gratification of the most primitive requirements of human Hfe 
has become impossible for ordinary persons. Special permits are 
needed to obtain medicaments, electricity, for the right to go out 
of town, and so forth. Those who cannot boast of some revolu- 
tionary record, or merit, are usually denied such permits. I have 
known people who bore heroically cold and hunger, but suc- 
cumbed to the worries of their thralldom One engi- 
neer who committed suicide left behind him a note stating: "To 
go on living Hke this is impossible! Life has become useless, 
slave-like, hypocritical and mean." 

The Bolsheviki do not deny these facts. If they soften 
them somewhat it is more for the purpose of outside prop- 
aganda, so as not to excite people abroad too much. In 
their press, on the other hand, nothing is glossed over, 
and there they never excuse themselves. From their 
point of view all this is necessary and perfectly legitimate, 
and cannot be otherwise. The total collapse of production 
they explain by sabotage (obstructionism) on the part of 
the counter-revolutionists and the blockade, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that the blockade, which had already existed 
all through the war and the first period of the revolution, 
had scarcely affected the productivity of the country. 
Bureaucratism, mihtarism and poUce rule they try to jus- 
tify as the only possible way of overcoming their enemies 
and inaugurating the proletarian dictatorship. Universal 
peonage they call universal labor duty of the Communist 
commonwealth. 

However, no matter how these facts may be explained, 
the facts remain there, and we must reckon with them. 
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Bureaucratism, militarism and servitude are both the 
strong and the weak points of the Bolshevist regime. As a 
steady phenomenon, they are festering sores that will grad- 
ually eat away the whole state and undermine the Bolshe- 
vist regime. As a phenomenon tending to secure the power 
of the Bolsheviki at the present moment only, they repre- 
sent a tremendous advantage to them. For we have to 
bear in mind that Bolshevism is not national, but inter- 
national in its aims, and that it is a synonym for the Third 
International. 

To the Third International, slavery, militarism and 
bureaucratism in Russia serve as a pledge for the temporary 
stabihty of the Bolshevist regime in Russia, i.e., the pres- 
ervation for some time of a powerful center of world revolu- 
tion, capable, through diplomacy, international propaganda 
and armed support, of strengthening and fostering the 
beginnings of the social revolution in the countries of 
Europe, Asia and America. From this point of view, 
exclusively, the foreign and military policy of Bolshevist 
Russia can be understood. 

We shall now turn to this subject. After their victory 
over the armed forces of the opponents of Bolshevism in 
Russia, the Bolsheviki have a free hand to launch upon an 
extensive international activity. In this domain the 
Bolsheviki pursue two aims: (1) To weaken all other coun- 
tries of the world which are still living under a capitalistic 
order, and (2) while the social revolution is maturing in 
those countries, to increase the power and the resources of 
Bolshevist Russia. For the latter purpose all means are 
acceptable. But the main strength of the Bolshevist 
international policy hes in their army. This army has to 
be maintained, fed, granted a privileged position in Russia, 
and kept constantly alert, so as to season its fighting spirit 
enriching it at the same time with loot. This is a tactics 
which has been followed by all leaders of strong armies 
in civil warfare. Europe's present condition renders its 
position similar to that of a state in the throes of civil war. 
But to maintain the Russian army in perfect condition, at 
the height of modern technical requirements, is something 
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that Russia, under the present conditions of its industries, 
can only accomplish if it will be provided with the industrial 
products of western Europe and America. For this reason 
the Bolsheviki must by all means have trade relations with 
those countries, i.e., the opportunity for making purchases 
from the manufacturers of the West. Likewise, for the 
purpose of propaganda, they also need recognition, i.e., 
admission of accredited representatives in foreign countries. 
With this object in view, propaganda is being carried on in 
all the western countries by certain groups which sympa- 
thize with Bolshevism. 

The present world situation is exceptionally favorable to 
the Bolsheviki. Europe is suffering from lack of raw 
materials and foodstuffs, while, on the other hand, America 
is suffering from their over production. The exchange 
situation interferes with the resumption of normal trade. 
Hence, both Europe and America look to Russia — great as 
a source of raw materials and a large buyer of manufac- 
tured goods — with keen expectation. It is gradually 
becoming evident that the decline of production in Russia 
gives but little hope for a resumption of normal and natural 
trade. Still, something may be exported; and the main 
thing is that the whole world is beginning to covet Russia's 
gold reserve — those four hundred miUion dollars in gold 
which are in the hands of the Bolsheviki. Europe sees in it 
a means of improving its sinking exchange values, while 
some Americans caught by the pro-Bolshevist propaganda, 
regard it, at least temporarily, as a help in keeping the 
American industry going. 

Another temptation is the fantastical prospect of obtain- 
ing concessions of the Vanderlip type, alluring just because 
of their fantastic and unlimited nature. The Bolsheviki 
are skilfully playing with this and inciting the industrial 
classes against their respective governments. Impedi- 
ments to normal trade with Russia no longer exist in a 
majority of countries, especially in the United States. 
But this is not what the manufacturers and profiteers are 
after. 
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What they want before they can deal with Russia is 
guarantees. They want their own governments to guar- 
antee the security of gold taken from the Bolsheviki, in 
other words, acceptance of the gold by the state, as that 
would preclude all possibility of any claim upon it on the 
part of Russia's old creditors. They also must have gov- 
ernment guarantees of their concessions, as a prerequisite 
for speculation with such concessions. 

In this way the commercial and industrial classes of the 
West have, under cover of humanitarian considerations, 
become the aUies and accomphces of the Bolsheviki in their 
struggle against capitalism. The situation has grown so 
acute that I foresee within the nearest future government 
guarantees of trade with Russia, as well as recognition of 
concessions. Through the combined efforts of capital and 
the agents of the social revolution, a powerful current of 
pubHc opinion in favor of recognition of the Bolsheviki 
and guarantee of trade relations with them is set in motion. 

It seems almost futile for me to point out how much 
public opinion has been deceived in this respect. Four 
hundred million dollars in gold, having impoverished 
Russia after their withdrawal, will not suffice to sustain 
Europe nor America, and will not even serve to postpone 
the crisis. This could only be attained by a restoration of 
soundness to the economic life of the world, in general, and 
Russia, in particular. But with Bolshevism existing in 
Russia, no such restoration is possible. The Bolsheviki are 
perfectly well aware that Russia's millions can only aggra- 
vate the malady, and that this will, together with the grant- 
ing of concessions, bring new elements of discord among 
the family of western nations. Western pubUc opinion is 
also deceived in that it hopes for an improvement of the 
material conditions of life among the people of Russia as a 
result of the above-mentioned system of trade relations. 
Slavery, bureaucratism and miUtarism in Bolshevist Russia, 
will only be promoted by such operations while the goods 
imported from the West will not go to satisfy the needs of 
the population at large, but only the needs of the army 
and the ruling caste of the Communists. 
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That will be a great victory for the Bolsheviki; a victory 
not for Russia, but for the Third International. A power- 
ful, well-fed, -shod and -dressed army, equipped with all 
the necessary military suppUes, would be an incalculably 
powerful weapon in the hands of the Bolsheviki. On the 
other hand, a hungry and disaffected army is their worst 
enemy, constantly threatening their very existence. For 
this reason the Bolsheviki are working so hard to induce 
Europe and America to arm and maintain the Red Army. 
As for those four hundred million dollars, they are confident 
that they will recover them subsequently a hundredfold. 

Intimately connected with all that has been pointed out 
here is also the foreign policy of the Bolsheviki. With one 
hand they are building up a powerful army, while throwing 
a sop to the West, and with the other they are sowing 
strife and discord among the western nations. "Divide et 
impera!" has always been a favorite principle of astute 
politicians who leaned upon armed force. 

Analyzing the Bolshevist foreign poHcy we find in it three 
principal tendencies. One of them has in view Russia's 
nearest neighbors, i.e., those states which were parts of 
Russia before the Bolshevist revolution. I have here in 
mind Poland, Finland, Lithuania, Latvia and Esthonia in 
the west, and Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan in the 
south. The shortsighted poUcy of Russia's Alhes (with 
the exception of the United States), separating these states 
from Russia, without consulting Russia's will in the matter, 
and creating out of these former parts of Russia weak 
buffer states, would have been wise only if the alUed powers 
had been willing and able to defend successfully these new 
formations, and actually to strengthen and consolidate 
them in their struggle against the Bolsheviki. This, how- 
ever, has not been the case. Inherently weak as they are 
already, these new states are still further weakened through 
mutual quarrels, economic anaemia (being cut off from their 
Russian base of supply), and the imperiaUstic leanings of 
some of them (Poland). Here the same thing has happened 
as in the case of Austria. Instead of a single, orderly and 
economically strong state, we have now a number of weak, 
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unsound, constantly quarrelling infant states, in which the 
same process is going on that has disintegrated Austria. 

It is obvious that all these new states, carved out of the 
former provinces of Russia, are doomed to become the 
easy prey of a strong Bolshevist power and army. And 
in their tendency to reconsolidate the border states with 
Russia, the Bolsheviki have found an additional means of 
strengthening the Red Army. The most vulnerable point 
of that army are the Russian officers, being part of the 
InteUigentzia. Although the Bolsheviki succeeded in forc- 
ing the Russian officers to serve them under coercion, there 
was nevertheless a growing consciousness among these 
officers that they were doing something evil and detri- 
mental to Russia. Now, however, the Bolsheviki have 
found for them a convenient excuse for their work: the offi- 
cers are now trying to assure themselves that they are 
fightiag for the unity of Russia, and this makes them 
almost faithful servants of Bolshevism. Those red refugees 
from the former border provinces of Russia who now com- 
pose the best part of the Bolshevist army, i.e., the Letts, 
Esthonians and Finns, will also fight willingly, since they 
see in the defeat of their native provinces their only 
opportunity for returning, and as victors, at that. And, 
lastly, it is also to the mass of native Russian soldiers in 
this army that the conquest of all these small border states 
holds out promise of abundant loot and rich booty, con- 
cealed under a sentiment of rather primitive nationaUsm. 

To the Bolsheviki the seizure of the border states means 
an indispensable step towards world revolution. Free 
access to the Baltic and direct communication with the 
Communists of central Europe are the first indispensable 
conditions of their westward progress. In the south this 
facilitates their plans for realizing their second object — of 
which I shall speak further on — to sow discord among the 
European powers and to scare their most formidable enemy 
in Europe — Great Britain. An identical policy is being 
pursued by the Bolsheviki in Siberia. 

For such circles in western Europe and America as are 
in sympathy with the Bolsheviki, but opposed to imperial- 
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ism and militarism, the Bolsheviki have a convenient 
formula to disguise their aggressive tendencies. To such 
people they do not talk of conquests, but of assisting the 
proletariat of the neighboring countries. In this way they 
have, for example, taken possession of Armenia. The same 
complex of motives renders their position extremely favor- 
able in their dealings with Roumania also. The absolutely 
unjustified seizure of Bessarabia by Roiunania offers them 
a wonderful pretext for intervention in Roumanian affairs. 

The second basic principle of the foreign policy of the 
Bolsheviki is seen in their successful attempts to keep all 
elements, not only of social but also pohtical fermentation, 
in that hopeless tangle which is called present-day Europe, 
organized as it is on a basis of national self-determination. 
The Bolsheviki have been engaged assiduously and success- 
fully in shattering and smashing the conditions of the 
Treaty of Versailles. In Turkey they are supporting the 
Nationalists, in Greece — the Monarchists, and in the United 
States they base all their hopes upon the Republican 
Administration, trusting — without any justification, I 
beUeve — that it will be easier to incite the RepubUcans 
against Japan than the Democrats. 

Their tangled relations with Germany should also be 
viewed from the same angle. I should not be surprised if 
they were to enter into most intimate relations with the 
reactionary parties of Germany — over the heads of the 
Spartacists — only in order to prepare with their aid anew 
European war. Nor should I feel surprised if the reaction- 
aries of Germany should resolve, in the madness of despair, 
to repeat in Germany the experiment they made so unsuc- 
cessfully in Russia, i.e., under the flag of Bolshevism once 
more to kindle war in Europe. It should not be overlooked 
that all over the world all the disaffected, all the abused are 
ready to see in the Bolsheviki their saviors and protectors: 
Germans and Slovacks in Bohemia, Croatians and ItaHans 
in Servia, etc. I can imagine perfectly well that D'Annun- 
zio's next step will be an agreement with the Bolsheviki. 
He has a good example before him in the person of Enver 
Pasha. 
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Lastly, the main hope and strongest pomt of the inter- 
national poHcy of the Bolsheviki Ues in their propaganda 
of social revolution wherever there is the slightest oppor- 
tunity for it. Under what banner such a revolution will 
occur in different places is immaterial and unessential to 
them. In Ireland they are supporting the Sinn Feiners, in 
Egypt — the Arabian semi-intellectual Nationalists, in India 
they are exercising their influence to an equal degree upon 
both the masses of the populace and the leaders of the 
Nationahst movement, while here, in the United States, 
they do not hesitate to stake their game upon the negroes 
as well as upon the proletariat of the large cities. In a 
word, the character and social aspect of the malcontents 
are immaterial to them. Fermentation and disaffection, 
from whatever cause, is always grist for their mill. Their 
propaganda is conducted so skilfully, the means spent on 
it are so large, and the opposition this propaganda meets 
with is so insignificant that its success is not in the least 
surprising. All who have ever attempted to fight it reahze 
how difficult that is, and what scant sympathy such a 
fight meets with among those very elements in whose 
interest it is being waged. One must not be a prophet in 
order to be able to predict that the next move of the Bol- 
sheviki will be to attempt, under the slogan of social revolu- 
tion, to gain a firm foothold on the shores of the Baltic and 
to establish themselves firmly in the Caucasus, after destroy- 
ing there the last remnant of law and order — comparatively 
speaking — Georgia. Next will come the turn of Poland 
and Roumania. The Alhes will contemplate this spectacle 
with folded arms, and marvel at the power and skill of the 
Bolsheviki whom they themselves have been aiding so 
successfully. At the same time they will try to console 
themselves with the thought that part of the Bolshevist 
milUons will go to swell the pockets of a few profiteers and 
that the concessions which they will have obtained, like 
oases of capitaHsm in the sea of communism, may restore 
this sea to normal health again and play the part of the 
destroyer of Bolshevism in Russia. 



528 M. I. ROSTOVTZEFF 

However, this hope, also, is rather fantastic, for the con- 
viction is gradually gaining ground among the Bolsheviki 
themselves that it is perhaps needless to grant concessions, 
as western capitalism is their faithful ally without that, 
too. The further, the plainer their pohcy is revealed. 
They perceive the weakness of their opponents and they 
play upon it. They need no longer conceal their cards, 
and who knows but that they consider it perhaps unneces- 
sary even to ask for recognition and resumption of trade. 
Within the nearest future, with the aid and support of 
those who sympathize with them, they will demand the one 
as well as the other. And it is very likely that their demand 
will be complied with when they will have in their posses- 
sion the shores of the Baltic, Poland and direct access to 
India and Mesopotamia through the Caucasus, Turkestan 
and Persia. Notwithstanding my disinclination to seek a 
simple formula in explaining things — ^f or life is so complex — 
the truth in this question is so obvious and simple. We 
must not play with fire, for Bolshevism is a roaring blaze; 
adding wood we shall not be able to extinguish it. 



